As the fastest growing county in California, one thing is certain about Riverside in the future; change is
inavitable. And “change” is the focus of the DVD litled " Anather Step Forward.” This DVD llluminates the
housing challenges that decision-makers will be faced with as western Riverside County changes over time.
Foremost among tha theme ol “change” is that our subregion must manage future growth in a way that can
presarve our way of fife, our community, our fand, and our open space. Regarding our need to house the next
BO0,000 panple who will call western Riverside County “homa” in the next twenty years, the DVD presents
what will be among our most pressing challenges in the future: providing enough housing, increasing our
housing choices, and placing housing in the right locations. In the end, we must be cognizant that one key to
a succeasful future for the WRCOG subregion is for leaders lo recognize that increasing the amount of
housing and the variety of housing choices —ranging from rursl estates io high denslty urban settings - will
be a eritical component to impraving our economy, envirenment, and ultimately, our quality of ille.
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Anoether Step Forward. .,

'Welcome to Riverside County, formed in 18%3 by carving out a portion and San Bemardino and a
larger part of San Diege County. The County’s early years were linked proudly to the agricultural
industry, with the areas we know of today covered by vast farmland. Over time these agricuftural
areas gave way to commerce, construction, manufacturing, transportation, and tourism, contributing
substantially to the region's rapid growth

Recant years have brought dramatic population growth 1o our area. Betwean 1980 and 1990, the
numbear of residents grew by nearly 0%, making Riverside the fastest growing county in California.
Today our County is home to over 1.4 million residents. Over the next twenty years, western
Rivarside County alone will need some 350,000 new homeas, and some 375,000 new jobs for 800,000
new residents.
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We are faced with these challenges that will define our future: providing enough housing; increasing
our housing cheices; and placing housing in the right locations. These challenges will test our
ability as a community to preserve our history, strengthen our identity, and fostar vibrant
communities. We want parks and recraational amenities, quality community design, walkability to
our schools and jobs, shopping and retail convenience, and a safe and healthy environment. among
othar things. To not make a change or a choice sbout our future js making a choicea.

Things never remain the same, regardiess of how much we want them to. 'We would love it if our
children could remain young and carefree forewver, if we could stop time during those comfortable
moments of our lives. But whether we are ready for it or mat, fimes change. Things grow and life
always has a new adventure just around the corner. Regardless of what direction we choose to take
in building for the future, Riversida County will continue to grow. With thoughtiul application, we
can mold and guids that growth towards a vision that will help preserve our way of life — for our
children, and for their children.”
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